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T the Commencement of a new Year, it is natural to review the 
Labours of the paft, and, in the Enjoyment of public Approba- 
tion, to be pleafed with the Retrofpect of Exertions, that have beea 
inceflantly aimed to render our Publication truly deferving ef its Title. 
We are happy in this Review to find, that has our Exertions have not 
been languid, neither have our Materials been fcanty. While we have 
recorded with an impartial Hand, the interefting Politics, Tranfaétions, 
and Entertainments of the Year; while we have endeavoured to amufe 
a vacant Hour by fome pleafing Tale, or fome ingenious Effufion of 
Fancy, whether in Poetry or Profe ; we have not forgotten, that merely 
to relate public Occurrences, or produce Amufement for the Mind, is 
lefs our Duty, than the extending of that Improvement, which occa~ 
fional Refearches of a more ferious Kind, whether in Religion or Mo- 
rals, in Hiftory or Philofophy, are calculated to afford, The Religious 
Philofopher will find, that in our Ardour to amufe, we have not been 
induced to inculcate any Sentiments incompatible with a devout Vene- 
ration for the Supreme Being, with the Precepts and Obligations of Re- 
ligion, or with the Happinefs of Individuals in particular, and of Society 
in general. The Scientific Enquirer into the Secrets of Nature, will 
perceive many important Difcuffions, either written exprefsly for this 
Mifcellany, in a Series of Efiays, entitled The Contemplative Philofo- 
pher ; or felected from Works, written in the moft popular and intelligent 
Manner by the firft Philofophers of the Age. ‘The Practical Philofopher 
(for fuch without Impropriety may the Hufbandman be called) will find 
recorded many curious Experiments, and many ufeful Improvements in 
his favourite Science. Our Biegraphical Department, moreover, ftill 
maintains its Superiority ; our Views being directed, net fo much to 
the evanefeent Characters of the Day, (exalted by the Accident of a 
Moment, and then funk again for ever) as to thofe illuftrious Perfons, 
who have contributed by their Writings to the Happinefs of Society ; 
or to thofe whofe Actions, if they have even been detrimental in the 
fober Eftimation of Philofophy, will ever make a confpicuous Figure in 
the Page of Hiftory, and afford to Perfons in every Station fome Scope 
for Reflection, and fome Leflon of Inftruction. 
Num. 555, VOL, 80. A2 Such 





PREPAC E 


Sach being our Views, and fuch, we flatter ourfélves, the Execution, 
we look forward with Pleafure for the Continuance of that Favour and 
Protection, which, for fuch a Series of Years, we have conftantly ex- 
perienced. ‘That our Affiduity to pleafe, and to evince ourfelves ftilt 
worthy of Public Patronage, will be unremitted, is, perhaps, a fuper- 
fluous Declaration. Our beft Thanks, however, to our numerous 
Readers, as well as to our obliging Correfpondents, are indifpenfable, 
and we repeat them with Pleafure ; trufting, moreover, that the Senfe 
we entertain of their Favours will be deemed neither flight nor tsanfient, 
when it is obferved, that we have commenced our Eightieth Volume 
with a new Letter, caft on Purpofe for this Work by CasLon, 


Exclufive of the ufual Decorations of this Magazine, we have lately 
introduced, and fhall occafionally continue, a Series of elegant Engra- 
vings of Pi€turefque Scenes in the Iliad of Homer. To this Series our 
Frontispiece alludes, 


Above a Group of allegorical Figures, appears the Buft of this vene- 
table Bard. As the Iliad is enriched not only with all the Knowledge 
of his Time, but as, in this immortal Work, Homer has likewife bro- 
ken.up the Fountains of feveral Sciences that were brought nearer to 
Perfection by Pofterity, our Artift has perfonified SciENcE, to whom 
the Iconologifts have given for Emblems a Torch and a Book. For 
this Book is fubftituted a Port-Folie of Prints, alluding to the Defigns 
and Engravings above-mentioned. As the Art of Painting is one of the 
principal Sources of Knowledge, Desicn or Drawina is likewife 
perfonified, being reprefented by a Female holding in one Hand a Port- 
Crayon, and in the other a Lamp. At this Lamp, which is the Em- 
blem of Study, Science is lighting her Torch. She is likewife enlight- 
ened by another Torch, in the Hand of a Figure reprefenting the Gop 
oF Taste. As Homer, moreover, is confidered as the Firft Hifto- 
rian, as well as Poet of his’ Times, our Artift has with great Propriety 
mtroduced the Figure of History, writing on the back of Time. 





